Creating a Community Interest Group:

A Humanistic Approach to the Human/Non-Human Animal Connection

Valerie Worthington*, Betz King™*, Kirsten Klinghammer***, Cynthia Palmasano™***, Bonnie Settlage*****

SACRED
INSPIRATION

* Creating the concept

y- CONNECTION 3 IDEATION

Care s 'S .
v = Nl > A e Sharing with others and linking g8 - Brainstorming what we want to
. Rese_:a-r-.gh»%f;‘f s \_ ] | arms with allies be, and why

B >

- Education (with)

4 ARTICULATION o CODIFICATION

Dignity

| iy i e Explaining our goals and o * Aligning with university
R SR MR S identity stakeholders™, creating a tangible
identity, record-keeping

Mission & Vision

SACRED’s Mission 6 EXPERIMENTATION 7 COORDINATION & DIVERSIFICATION

* Testing community engagement, e.g. o * Building out our identity, recognizing
The Saybrook Animal Care, Research, brown bags, events, data collection resource needs, assigning tasks/roles

and Education with Dignity on community needs

community interest group (SACRED
CIG) seeks to improve the welfare

and relationships of animals, 8 FRUSTRATION 9 CONVICTION
including people, through integrative

| . * Navigating setbacks, @l ° Establishing regular meetings, “advertising” to university
research, teaching, collaboration, and confusion, S community, connecting with the external world (writing
service activities. bureaucracy articles, conference presentation, applying for grant funding)

SACRED’s Vision

."-._l‘.l".

Our vision is to maximize the FRUITION
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*Stakeholders include the Institutional Review Board (IRB) and the Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee (IACUC)

Humanistic
Considerations

* Humanism is about more than
humans.

e Community is the lifeblood of
university connections.

* The intersection of an expanded
notion of humanism and the
power of community provides a
context for exploring the
development of SACRED’s content
and structure as a community
interest group (CIG).

* Here, the authors document their
process for creating a university-
wide community interest group
devoted to exploring the

human/non-human animal bond.
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